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From Spain. ben. Vives, the new minister from [ 
Spain to the United States, with his suite, has arriv- 
ed at New York inthe packet ship James Monroe, 
from Liverpool. 

The bankrupt law. The senaté’s rejection of 
the bill to establish an uniform system of bankrupt- 
cy, as congressis specially empowered by the con- 
stitution to do, willseverely oppress that numerous 
part of the community who recently have been, or 
now are, interested in trade and commerce. We 
are not prepared to say that the bill lately before 
the senate was fitted to the wants of the case— but 
certainly, it would be no great stretch of human in- 
genuity to contrive a system whose general good 
might vastly overbalance apprehended evils—a 
system which should measurably protect the de- 
ceived creditor as well as the honest debtor, and 
rid us at once of our abominable state insolven‘ 
laws, many of which should be entitled acts for the 
encourugement of roguery: and which also, the su- 
preme court has pronounced unconstitutional. 





Mr. Clay’s resolutions, inserted in our last, page 95, 
relative to the power to dispose of the territory of 
the United States, &c. if fully acted on this session, 
may occupy the house for at least a month, in the 
present speaking-manner of the times; for it in- 
volves one of the greatest questions that can be 
agitated, the treaty-making power;—it also bears 
upon the provision inserted in the act for the 
admission of .Vissouri, as tothe restriction of slave- 
ry;--includes the policy ofacquiring more land, not 
needful to the security of that which we possess; 
and seems intended to censure the conduct of 
the executive in the Florida treaty On one or 
another, or upon al/ of these points, it must be sup- 
posed that every speaker will make a speech, if so 
agreed to discuss the resolutions. ‘Ihe free labor- 
ers of the country are suffering beyond any thing 
apprehended to happen in the United States, and 
the time of the national legislature, which should 
be devoted to subjects of political economy to re- 
lieve us, is given up to speculative opinions and 
wearisome discussions, without effect, perhaps, to 
change the opimon of one reflecting man in the re- 
public! There is one comrort, however, in the 
present state of the times—the period is close at 
hand when thousands, in opposition to the system 
of government (if system it may be called) shall re- 
fuse, as a matter of political principle, to consume 
foreign goods, and tens of thousands, from sheer 
poverty, will be unable to purchase them, and our 
rulers be compelled, ala mode d’ Anglais, to bor- 
row money every year to pay the inéerest on the 
national debt, &c. or, make a total change in their 
policy. It is impossible that the present state of 
things can last much longer. The revenue has 
fallen much short of its accustomed amount, and it 
must needs continue to decline, uniess assisted by 

Jforeignevents—in the mean time the expenditures 
are not much reduced. We must resort to inter- 
nal means to keep the wheels of government a- 


going. 





The late duel. We have had serious doubts on the 








Propriety of i -serting in the ReaisTen, the corres-. 
Vor. XVUI.——8., 





pondence that led to the late fatal rencontre be- 
tween commodores Barron and Decatur,—dut con- 
sidering that many of our readers will be curious to 
see itand wish to preserve it, we have yielded 
up our private inclination, and given the whole 
correspondence inthis sheet. [twas perhaps, also 
necessary that we should do this, because in our 
paper ot the 25th ult. announcing the duel, we mis- 
stated the facts, by giving something like a pudlie 
clraracter to the transaction, which is now shewn 
to have been wholly of a private nature. Still, we 
should not have given this correspondence, had it 
not been that of pudlic men. 


We have oftentimes occasion to make a mental 
enquiry, “what is truth?” The most plausible state- 
ments, apparently reported on high authority and 
seemingly believed by ‘every body,” frequently 
turn out to be the “very coinage” of a desire to tell 
something néw—or of wishes to appear more know- 
ing than others. We disavow, however, in the 
case just stated, the influence of either of these, as 
to ourselves;—and sincerely regret (as we always 
do when athing ofthe kind happens), that the Rz- 
GISTER Was made a vehicle of error,—especially' in 
an editorial article; in all which, though our opinions 
may be contested, we would refrain from the ius#- 
nuation of a fact liable to be disproved. 





The length of this correspondence,has complete- 
ly deranged our plans for the’ business of the week. 
A Suvrriement shall be published with our next 
number, to dispose of several valuable articles in 
type. 

Private claims. A very important resolution has 
keen submittedtothe house of representatives, by 
Mr. Fuller. It isto be hoped, that some plan will 
be devised to do justice to the nation and individu- 
als, in regard to private claims. 





A “caucus.” We copy the following from the Va- 
tional Intelligencer as belonging to the political his- 
tory of the times.--We are opposed to this prac- 
tice: we fear that that which is now hardly tulerated 
may grow into a sort of right, as binding upon the 
people “in all cases whatsoever.” 


“The subscriber, having presided at the caucus 
which last recommended persons as candidates for 
the offices of president and vice president of the 
United States, and having been requested by a num- 
ber of members of congress, frem various parts of 
the union, to notify a time and place forthe mem. 
bers to consult on the propriety of making at this 
time a nomination for those offices: In conformity 
with this wish expressed to him, he requests the at- 
tendance of such republican and cther men bers of 
congress a8 may think proper to attend, on Satur- 
day evening next, in the hall of the house of repre- 
sentatives, at half past 7 o’clock in the afternoon. 


S. SMI'TH. 
April 4th, 1820.” 





A north west passage, as reported to be discover. 
ed, op the authority of a letter from Mr. JW T'arish, 
of Montreal, is said by him te be an idle fabrication 
—as we expected. 
























































ee ee es 


= 
Se kee ee a 


Se 


: Pi See me wh ig el oF > i 
pair Ste om aE aS a, Pe ha ag 
= «tre . 





bd 


x 
a= ee -_—< =< 4 4 ete 


oe 


camding os 


x lie © ied 
CN Sn. re 
= : 


wert ees 
> - <onmneen-bnn Tine a pe — a 
nel a NTR Simei: ole ies a 


ie 


x see 











a eames <a. - 


as 
ae 





‘98 NILES? REGISTER—-APRIL 8, 1820—DECATUR AND BARRON. ~~ 


> 


Currency.—Gov. Wolcott, has written a pamph- 
let, on “the present state of currency, commerce, 
-¢redit, and national industry, in reply to the ad- 


| 


No. 3. 
Hampton, Va. June 25, 1819. 
Str—Your communication of the 17th inst. in 


dress of the Tammany society.” It is distinguished ,answer to mine of the 13th, I have received 


fora clear «nd sound examination of the causes 
which have produced the present depression, and 
which are treated with the accuraey and precision 
of xn experienced hand. Gov. Wolcott, in pointing 
out the remedy, says “I hope it willnot be deemed 
presumptuousif] say, that the people ought to ex- 
pect and#e ready to support a system of internal 
revenue never to be hereafter abandoned.” He 
thinks, that “excise duties on articles which inter- 
fere with domestic industry, on the luxuries of the 
rich, and the vices ofthe improvident, are the most 
beneticial sumptuary laws which can be devised, 
and nothing would be so advantageous at present 
asto charge the expenses of government apon 
such objects.” Nat. Adv. 








—— 


@orrespondence between the late com. Stephen Decatur, 
and com. James Barron, which led to the unfortu- 
nate meeting of the 22d of March. 

The friends of the late com. Decatur have learn- 
ed, with very great regret, that misconceptions in- 
jurious to him prevail, and are extending, relative 
to the difference between him and com. Barron.— 
To place the subject in its true light, they have 
thought it necessary to submit to the publi¢, with- 
out comment, the whole correspondence which pre- 
ceded the meeting. 


No. 1. 
Hampton, Va. Aine 12,* 1819. 
Srr—lI have been informed, in Norfolk, that you 
have said that you could insult me with impunity, 
or words to that effect. If you have said so, you 
will, no doubt, avow it, and I shall expect to hear 
from you. fam, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARRON, 
To com. Strernen Decatur, Washinzion. 


No. 2, 
Washington, 17th June, 1819. 

Stn—T have received your communication of the 
1Sthinst. Before you could have been entitled to 
the information you have asked of me, you should 
have given up the name of your informer. That 
frankness which ought to characterise our pro- 
fession required it. I.shall not, however, refuse 
to answer you on that account, but shall be as can- 
didin my communication to you, as your letter or 
the case will warrant. 

Whatever I may have thoucht, or said, in the very 
Srequent and free conversations Ihave had respecting 
you and your conduct, | fee] a thorough conviction 
that I never could have been guilty of so much 
egotism as to say that “I could insult you” (or any 
other man) ‘¢‘with impunity.” 

l am, sir, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR, 
To com. James Bannon, Hampton, Virginia. 

*With respect to the date of this letter, it may 
be proper to observe, that, although it is 12th June, 
yet the figure 2, as made, might well be mistaken 
for a 5: hence, in com. Decatur’s letter of reply, he 
considered the date to be 18th June. On referring, 
however, to the post mark on the back of the letter, 
it was found to have been put into the post office 
on the 12th: hence, in com. Decatur’s letter to 
¢om. Barron, of the 31st Oct. 1819, it is recognized 
as dated on the 12th, 





‘The circumstances that urged me to-call on you 
for the information requested in my letter, would, 
1 presume, have instigated you, or any other person 
to the sume conduct that | pursued. Several gen- 
themen in Norfork, not your enemiés, nor actuated 
by any malicious motive, told me that such a report 
was in circulation, but could not now be traced to 
its origin. I, therefore, concluded to appeal to you, 
supposing, under such circumstances, that 1 conld 
not outrage any rule of decorum or candor. This, 
I trust, will be considered as a just motive for the 
course I have pursued. Your declaration, if I un- 
derstand it correctly, relieves my mind from the 
apprehension that you had so degraded my charac- 
ter, as I had been induced to allege. 

Iam, sir, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARRON. 
Tocom. SterHEen Decatur, 
Washington, 
No. 4, 
Washington, June 29, 1819. 

Srr—-I have received your communication of the 
25th, in answer to mine of the 17th, and as you 
have expressed yourself doubtfully, as to yourcor- | 
rect understanding of my letter of the aforesaid 
date, I have now to state, and I request you to un- 
derstand distinctly, that] meant no more than to dis- 
claimthe specific and particular expression to which 
your enquiry was directed, to wit: that I bad said 
that I could insult you with impunity. As to the 
motives of the “several gentlemen in Norfolk,” 
your informants, or the rumors which cannot be 
traced to their origin,” on which their information 
was founded, or who they are, is a matter of perfect 
indifference to me, as is also your motives in making 
such an enquiry upon such information. 

Your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 
To com. James Barron, 
Hampion, Virginia. 
No.5. ° 
Hampton, October 23, 1819, 

Sir—I had supposed that the measure of your 
ambition was nearly completed, and that your good 
fortune had rendered your reputation for acts of 
magnanimity too dear to be risked wantonly on oo- 
casions that can never redound to the honor of him 
that would be great. I had also concluded that 
your rancor towards me was fully satisfied, by the 
cruel and unmerited sentence passed upon me by 
the court of which you was a member; and, after 
an exile from my country, family, and friends, of 
nearly seven years, I had concluded that I should 
now be allowed, at least, to enjoy that solace, witle 
}this society, that lacerated feelings like mime re- 
quired, and that you would have suffered me to re- 
main in quiet possession of those.enjoyments; but 
scarcely had I set my foot on my native soil, ere I 
learnt that the same malignant spirit which had be- 
fore influenced you to endeavor to ruin my reputa- 
tion was still at work, and that you were ungene- 
rously traducing my character whenever an occa- 
sion oecurred which suited your views, and, in ma- 
ny instances, not much to your credit as an officer, 
through the medium of our juniors; such conduct 
cannot fail to produce an injurious effect en the dis- 
cipline and subordination ofthenavy. A report of 


this sort, sir, coming from the respectable and credi- 
table sources it did, could not fail to arrest my at- 





tention, and to excite those feelings which might 
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naturally be expected to arise in the heart of wrens 
man who professes to en‘ertain principles of honor, 
and intends to act inconformity withthem, With 
such feelings Laddressed a letter to you under date 
of the 13th June last, which produced a correspon- 
dence between us, which I have since been inform- 
ed you have endeavored to use to my fartherinjury, 
by sending it to Norfolk by a respectable officer of 
the navy, to be shewn to some of my particular 
friends, witha view of alienating from me their at- 
tachment. Iam also informed that you have taunt- 
ingly and boastingly observed that you would cheer- 
fully meet me in the field, and Hoped 1 would yet 
act like a man, or that yeu had used words to that ef- 
fect: such conduct, sir, on the part of any one, 
but especially one occupying the influential station, 
underthe government which you hold, towards an 
individual, situated as I am, and oppressed as I have 
been, and that chiefly by your means, is unbecom- 
ing you as an officer and a gentleman; and shews x 
want of magnanimity which, hostile as I have found 
you to be towards me, I had hoped for your own re- 
putation you possessed. It calls loudly for redress 
at your hands: I consider you as having given the 
invitation, which I accept, and will prepare to meet 
vou atsuch time and place as our respective friends, 
hereafter to be named, shalldesignate. [ also, under 
all the circumstances of the case, consider myself en- 
titled to the choice of weapons, place, and distance 
—but, should a difference of opinion be entertain- 
‘ed by our friends, I flatter myself, from your known 
personal courage, that you world disdain any un- 
fair advantage, which your superiority in the use of 
the pistol, and the natural defect in my vision, in- 
creased by age, would give you. I will thank you 
not to put your name on the cover of your answer, 
as, I presume, you can have no disposition te give 
unnecessary pain to the females of my family. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARRON, 
Commodore Streraen Decatur, 
Washington, 
No. 6. 


correspondence, and, with it, all kind of communi- 
cation, till the date of your letter of the 23d inst. 
which I shall now proceed to notice, 

Nearly four months having ¢lapsed since the date 
of our last correspondence, your letter was unex- 
pected to me, particularly as the terms used by you, 
inthe conclusion of your letter teme of 25th June, 
and your silence since receiving my letter of 29th 
June, indigated, asI thought, satisfaction on your 
part. But it seems that yoa consider yourself 
aggrieved by my sending our June correspondence 
to Norfolk. I did not send the June correspondence 
to Norfoik until three months had expired after 
your last com munication, and not then, until I had 
been informed, by a captain of the navy, that a fe- 
male of your acquaintance had stated, that such a 
correspondence had taken place.* If that corres- 
pondence has, in any degree, “alienated your 
friends from you,” such effect is to be attributed 
to the cerrespondence itself. I thought the papers 
would speak for themselves, and sent them with- 
out written comment. 

With respect to the court martial upon you for 
the affair of the Chesapeake, to.which you have 
been pleased to refer, 1 shall not treat the officers, 
who composed that court, with so much disrepect, 
as to attempt a vindication of their proceedings. 
The chief magistrate of our country approved them 
the nation approved them; and the sentence has 
been carried into effect. But, sir, there is a part 
of my conduct, on that oceasion, which it does not 
appear irrelevant to revive in your recollection. 
it is this; [ was present at the court of enquiry upon 
you, and heard the evidence then adduced for and 
against you; thence I drew an opinion altegcether 
unfavorable to you: and when I was called upon, 
by the secretary of the navy, to act as a member of 
the court martial ordered for your trial, | begged 
to be excused the duty, on the ground of my hav- 
ing formed such an opinion. ‘the honorable se- 
cretary was pleased to insist on my serving: still 
anxious to be relieved from this service, I did, prier 
to taking my seat as a member of the court, coim- 





Washington, 3ist Oct. 1819, 

Srr: Your letter of the 23d inst. has been duly 
received. Prior to giving it that reply which I in- 
tend, its contents suggest the necessity of referring 
to our June correspondence. 

On the 12th June last, you addressed to me a 
note, enquiring whether I had said that “7 could 
insult you withimpunity.” ©n the 17th of June, I 
wrote to you, in reply, as follows: «Whatever! may 
have thought er said in the very frequent and free con- 
versations I had respecting you and your conduct, | 
feel a thorough conviction that I never could have 
been guilty of so much egotism, as to say that / 
could insult you,orany other man, with impunity.” 

On the 25th of June, you again wrote to me, and 
stated, that the report on which you had grounded 
your query of the 12th of June “could not now be 
traced to its originy’ and your letter i8 concluded 
in the following words: “your declaration,if I under- 
stand it eorrectly, relieves my mind frem the ap. 
prehension that you had so degraded my character, 
as [ had been induced to allege.” Immediately 
en receiving your letter of the 23th June, I wrote 
to you, 29th June, as follows: «As you have expres- 
sed yourself doubtfully as to your correct under- 
standipg of my letter of the 17th June, I have now 
to state, I request you to understand, distinctly, 
that I meant ne more than to disclaim the specific 
and particular expression, to which your enquiry 
was directed, to wit: “that I had said I could in- 


municate to your able advocate, general ‘Taylor, 
the opnuon ft had tormed, and my correspondence 
with the navy department upon the subject, in or- 
der to afford you anopportunity should you deem 
it expedient, to protest against my bemg a member, 
on the ground of my not oyly having formed, but 
expressed an opinion unfavorable to you. You did 
not protest against my being a member. Duty 
constrained me, however unpleasant it was, to take 
my seat as amember: I did so, and discharged the 
duty imposed on me. You, 1 find, are incapable of 
estimating the motives which guided my conduct 
in this transaction, 

For my conduct, as a member ofthat court mar. 
tial, 1 do not consider myself as, in any way,accoun- 
table to you, But, sir, you have thought fit to de- 
duce, from your impressions of my conduct asa 
member of that court martial, inferences of person- 
al hostility towards you. Influenced by feelings 
thence arising, you commenced the June corres- 
pondence,a correspondence Which I had hoped 
would have terminated ouf communications. 

Between you and myself, there never has been 
a personal difference: but I have entertained, and 
do so still entertain the opinion, that your conduct, 
as ail Officer, since the affair of the Chesapeake, has 
been such as ought to forever bar your re-admis- 
sion into the service, 





*See the extract from capt. Caster’s loiter post 








sult you with impunity.” Here onded our June} 


{page 101.] 
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In my letter to you, of 17th June, although I dis- 


' avowed the particular expressions to which you in- 


vited my attention, candor required that T should 
apprise you of my not having been silent respecting 
you informed jou that Ehad had very frequent 
and free conversations respecting you and your con- 
duct: and the words were underscored, that they. 
might not fail to attract your particular attention. 
Had you have asked what those frequent and free 
conversations were, I should, with the same frank- 
ness, have told you; but, instead of making a de- 
mand of this kind, your reply to my tetter of 17th 
Jun. “that my declaration, if correctly under- 
stood by you, relieved your mind,” &c. 
mig’; correctly understand what 1 did mean, T ad- 
drcssed you, as before observed, on the 29th June, 
an endeavored, by wnderscoring certain precise 
terms, to convey to you my precise meaning. To 
this last letter I never received a reply. 

Underthese circuinsiances, [have judged it ex- 
pedient, at this time,to state as distinctly as may be 
in mv power, the facts upon which I ground the un- 
favorable opinion which [ entertain, and have ex- 
pressed of your conduct as an officer, since the 
court martial upon vou—while F disclaim all per 
sonal enmity towards you. 

Some time after you had beer suspended from 
the service, for your conduct in the affair of the 
Chesapeake, you proceeded, in a merchant brig, 
from Norfolk to Pernambuco, and by a communi- 
cation from the fate capt. Lewis, whese honor and 
veracity were never yet questioned, it appears— 
that you stated to Mr. Lyon, the British consul at 
Persambuco, with whom you lived, “that if the 
Chesapeake had been prepared for action, you 
would not have resisted the attack of the Leopard; 
assigning. as a reason, that you knew, fas did also 
our government] there were deserters on board 
your ship; that the president of the United States 
knew there were deserters on board, and of the im- 
tention of the British to take them; and that the 
president caused you to go out ina defenceless 
state, for the express purpose of having your ship 
attacked and disgraced, and thus attain his favorite 
object of involving the U. States ina war with 
Great Britain.”? For confirmation of this informa- 
tion, capt. Lewis refers to Mr. Thomas Goodwin, of 
Ba!: imore,the brother of capt. Ridgely, of the navy, 
who received it frony Mr. Lyon himself. Reference 
wis made to Mr. Goodwin, who, m an official com- 
munication, confirmed all that capt. Lewis had 
said. The veracity and respectability of Mr. Good- 
win are also bevond question. You will be ena- 
bled to judge of the impression made upon capt. 
Lewis’s mind, by the followmg strong remarks he 
mace on the subject. 

“J am now convinced that Barron isa traitor, for 
I can call by no other name aman who would talk 
in this way to an Englishman, and an Englishman 
in office.” 

These communications are now in the archives of 
the navy department. 

If, sir, the affair of the Chesapeake excited the 
indignant feelings ofthe nation towards Great Bri- 
tain; and was, as every one admits, one of the prin- 

cipal causes which produced the late war, did it 
not behove you totake an active partin the war, 
for your own sake?—Patriotism out of the ques- 
tion! 

But, sir, instead of findivg you in the foremoct 
ranks, on 2% occasion whig@e so emphatically de- 
manded your best exertions, it is said, and is cre- 
dited, that you were,after the commencement of 
the war, to be found in the.command of a vessel 


That you} 


sailing under Lritish license! Though urged, by 
your friends, to avail yourself of some one of the op- 
portunities which were every day occurring, in 
privateers, or other fast sailing merchant vessels, 
sailing from France, and other places, to return to 
your country during the war, it is not known that 
you manifested a disposition to do so, excepting in 
the single instance, by the cartel John Adams, in 
which vessel, you must have known, you could not 
be permitted to return, without violating her cha- 
racter asa cartel. 

You say you have been oppressed. You know, 
sir, that, by absenting yourself, as you did for years, 
from the country, without leave from the govern- 
ment, you subjected yourself to be stricken from 
the rolls. You know, also, that by the 10th article 
of the act for the better government of the navy, 
all personsin the navy holding intercourse with an 
enemy, become subject to the sevefest punishment 
+ known to ourlaws. You have not, for the offences 
before stated, to my knowledge, received even a 
| reprimand; and I do know, that your pay, even dur. 
} ing your absence, has been continued to you. 

As to my having spoken of you injuriously’ to 
‘ssunior officers,’” | have to remark, that such is the 
state of our service that we have but few seniors. If 
| L speak with officers at all, the probability is, it will 
be with a junier. 

On your return te thiscountry, veur efforts to re- 
establish yourselfin the service were known, and 
became a subject of conversation with officers as 
well as others. Inthe many and free conversations 
I have had respecting you and your conduct, [ have 
saitl, for the causes above enumerated, that, in my 
| opinion, you cught not to be received again into 
the navalservice; that there was not employment 
for all the officers who had faithfully discharged 
their dut: to their country in the hour of trial; and 
that it would be doing an act of injustice to employ 
you to the exclusion of anv one ofthem. In speak- 
ing thus, and endeavoring to prevent your re-ad- 
mission, I conceive I was performing a duty I owe 
to the service; that [ was contributing to the pre- 
servation of its respectability. Had you have made 
| no effort to be re-employed, after the war, itis more 
than probable I might not have spokenof you. If 
you continue your efforts, I shall certainly, from the 
same feelings of public duty by which Ehave hither- 
to been actuated, be constrained tocontinue the ex- 
pression of my opinions; and I can assure you, that, 
im the interchange of opinions with other officers 
respecting you, I have never met with more than 
one who did not entirely concur with me. 

The objects of your communication of the 23d, 
asexpressed by you, now chim my notice. You 
profess to consider me as having given you “an in- 
vitation.””? You say that you have been told, that I 
have “tauntingly and boastingly observed, that 
would cheerfully meet you in the field, and hoped 
you would yet act like a man.” 

One would naturally have supposed, that, after 
having been so recently led into error by “rumors” 
which could not be traced, you would have receiv- 
ed, with some caution, subsequent rumors—at all 
events, that you would have endeavored to have 
tracedthem, before again venturing to act upon 
them as ifthey were true. Had you have pursued 
this course, you would have discovered, that the 
latter rumors were equally. unfounded as the for- 
mer. 

I never invited you to the field; nor have [ ex- 
pressed a hope ‘hat you would call me out. I was in- 
formed, by agentleman with whom you had confer- 





red upop the subject, that you left Norfolk for this 
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place, some time before our June correspondence, 
with the intention of calling me out. I then stated 
to that gentleman, as 1 have to all others with whom 


No. 7. 
Washington, November, 1819. 
Sin~--Since my communication to you of the 31st 


I have conversed upon the subject, that, if you ult. I bove been informed by a gentleman entitled 


made the call, 1 would meet yeuu—but that, on all | 


to the fullest credit, that you were not afloat till 


cores, | should be much better pleased, to have no- ‘latter the peace; consequently, the report which f 


duels, under any circumstances, can raise the repu- 
tation of any man, and have long since dicovered, 
that it is ot even an unerring criterion of personal 
courage. I should regret the necessity of fighting 
with any man--but, in my opinion, the man who 
makes arms his profession, is notat liberty to decline 
an invitation from any person, who is not so far de- 
graded, as to be beneath his notice. Having incauti- 
ously said I would meet you, ! will not considerthis | 
to be your ease, although many think so—and if I 
had not pledged myself, I might reconsider the case. 


As to “weapons, place, and distance,” if we are 
40 meet, those points will, as is usual, be commit- 
ted to the friend I may select on the occasion. As 
far, however, as it may be left to me, not having 
any particular prejudice in favor of any praticular 
arm, distance, or mode, (but, on the contrary, dislik- 
ing them all,) I should not be found fastidious on 
those points, but should be rather d:sposed to yicld 
you any little advantage of this kind. As to my 
skill in the use of the pistol it exists more in your 
imagination than in reality—for the last twenty 
years I fave had but little practice—and the dis- 
parity in our ages, to which you have been pleased 
to refer, is l believe, not more than five or six years. 
It would have been out ofthe common course of 
nature, if the vision of either of us had been im- 
proved by years. 

From your manner of proceeding, it appears to 
me,that you have come to the determination to fight 
some one, and that you have selected me for that 
purpose; and | must take leave to observe, that your 
object would have been betterattained, had you 
have made this decision during our late war, when 
your fighting might have benefitted your country 
as well as yourself. ‘lhe style of your communica- 
tion, and the matter, did not deserve so dispassionate 
and historical a notice as [| have given it, and had I 
believed it would receive no other inspection than 
yours, | should have spared myself the trouble. 
The course I adopted with our former correspon- 
dence, I shall pursue with this, if 1 shall deem it 
expedient. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 
To Commodore James Barkon, 
Hampton, Virginia. 
EXTRACT. ]} 
Norfolk, 24th August, 1819. 

My pEAR commoponrt-- Nothing had transpired 
here previous to my arrival on the subject of the 
correspondence; but a lady, a Miss ******, I think 
her name is, from Hampton, has stated, that a 


noticed of your having sailed under British license 
must be unfounded. 7 \ 
Lam, sir, your obedient servant, 
STEPHEN DECA?7 UR. 
Com. Jas. Bannon, . 
No. 8. 
: Hampton, Nov. 20, 1819. 
Sirn—Unavoidable interruption has prevented: 
my answering your two last communications as ear 
ly as it was my wish to have done, but in a few days 
you shall have my reply. 
{ am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAS. BARRON. 
Com. Streruen Decatur. 
No.9, 
Hampton, 30th Nov. 1819, 
Sir—I did not receive, until Tuesday, 9th inst. 
your very lengthy, elaborate, and historical reply, 
without date, to my letter to youof the 23d ultimo; 
which, from its nature and odject, did not, I conceive 
require that you should have entered so much into 
detail in defence of the hostile and unmanly course 
you have pursued towards me, since the “affair of 
the Chesapeake,” as you term it. A much more 
laconic answer would have served my purpose, 
which, for the present, is nothing more than to ob- 


-}tain at your hands honorable redress for the accu- 


mulated insulis wich you, sir, in particular, above 
ali my enemies, have attempted to heap upon me, in 
every shape in whichthey could be offered. Your 
last voluininous letter is alone sufficient proof, if 
none other existed, of the rancorous disposition 
you entertain towards me, and the extent to which 
you bave carried it. ‘That letter I should no other- 
wise notice, than merely to inform you it had reach- 
ed me, and thatIam prepared to meet you in the 
field upon any thing like fair and equal grounds; but, 
jinasmuch as you have intimated that our corres- 
pondence is to go before the public, I fecl it a 
duty 1 owe to myself, and to the world, to re- 
ply particularly to the many caluminous charges 
and aspersions with which your “dispassionate and 
historical notice” of my communication so abun- 
dantly teems; wishing you, sir, ai the same time, 
«distinctly to understand” that it is not for vou 
alone, or to justify myself in your estimation, that 
I take this course. You have dwelt much upon our 
“June correspondence,” as you style it, and have 
made many quotations from it. [deem it unneces- 
sary, however, to advert to it, further than to re- 
mark that, although ‘nearly four months” did inter- 
vene between that correspondence and my letter of 
23d ultimo, my silence arose not fromany misappre- 
hension of the purport of your contumacious “un- 
derscored” remarks, nor from the malicious designs 





correspondence had taken place between you 
and B. which she feared would end in a meeting. 
The fears of this lady are at direct variance with 
the opinion of your friends here, who think that 
he does not purpose saying more on the subject. 
As it_seems that it was known at Hampton, and 
even here, that letters had passed between you and 
B. may I venture to ask you to send a copy of them 
to Mr. Tazewell, whol have just left. He will, 
with great pleasure, he savs, attend to your wishes. 
Receive the best wishes of your friend, 
W. CARTER. 


Commodore Decatvun. 


they indicated, nor from a tame disposition to yield 
|quietly to the operation which either might have 
lagainst me; but from a tedious and painful indispo- 
‘sition, which confined me to my bed the chief part 
of that period, as is well known to almost every 
iperson here. I anticipated, however, from what 1 
|hac found you capable of doing to my injury, the 
use to which you would endeavor to pervert tat 
correspondence; and have net at all been disap- 
pointed. So soonasI was well enough, and heard 
of your machinations against me, I lost no time in 
addressing to vou my letter of the 25d ultima; your 
reply to winch I have now more particularly WW li6- 
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such an idea, nor will my letter bear the interpreta- 
tion, that your forwarding to Norfolk our «June 


friends from ‘me;” but, that it was sent down there 
with that view. It is a souree of great consolation 
to me, sir, to know, that I have more friends, both 
in and out of the navy, than you are aware of; and 
that it is not in your power, great as you may ima- 
gine your official influence to be, to deprive me of 
their good opinion and affection. As tothe reason 
which seems to have prompted you to send that 
correspondence to Norfolk, «that a female of my ac- 
quaintance had stated that such an one had taken 
place,” I will only remark, that she did not derive 
her informationfrom me; thatit has always been, and 
ever will be, with me a principle, to touch as de- 
licately as possible, upon reports said to come from 
Jemales, tntended to affect injuriously the character 
of any one; and that, in a correspondence like the 
present, highly as I estimate the sex, I should never 
think of introducing them as authority. Females, 
sir, have nothing, or ought to have nothing, to doin 
controversics of this kind. In speaking cf the court 
martial which sat upon my trial, I have cast no im- 
putation orreflection upon the members individual- 
Jy who composed it [aering yourself] which re- 
quired that you should attempt a vindication of 
their proceedings — champion as you are, and hos- 
tile as some of them may haye been to me; nor 
does the language of my letter warrant any such 
inference, I mexely meant to point out to you, sir, 
what you appear to have been incapable of perceiv- 
ing, the indelicay of your conduct, [to say the least 
of it}in hunting me out as an object for malignant 
persecution, after having acted as one of my judges, 
and giving your voice in favor of a sentence against 
me, which I cannot avoiding repeating, was “cruel 
and unmerited,” It is the privilege, sir, of a man 
deeply injured as I have been by that decisjon, and 
conscious of his not deserving it, as [feel myself, to 
remonstrate against it: and | have taken the liberty 
to exercise that privilege. 
You say that “the proceedings of the court have 
been approved by the chief magistrate of our coun- 
try, that the nation approved of them, and that the 
sentence has been carried into effect.” It is true 
the president of the United States did approve of 
that sentence, and that it was carried into effect— 
full and complete effect, which I should have ‘sup- 
posed ought to have glutted the envious and venge- 
ful disposition of your heart: but I deny that the na- 
tion has approved of that sentence, and as an ap- 
peal appears likely to be made to them, I am willing 
to submit the question. The part you took on that 
eccasion, it was totally unnecessary, [assure you, “to 
revive in my recollection:” it is indelibly imprint- 
ed on my mind, and can never, while I have life, be 
erased. You acknowledge you were present at the 
court of enquiry in my case, ‘heard the evidence for 
and against me, and had, therefore, formed and ex- 
pressed an opinion unfavorable to me,” and yet, 
your conscience was made of such pliable materials, 
that, derause the then “honorable secretary of the 
navy was pleased to insist on your serving as a mem- 
ber. of the court martial, and because I did not pro- 
test against it,” you conceive that ‘duty constrained 
you, however unpleasant, to take your seat as a 
member,” although you were to act under the so. 
Jemn sanction of an oath, to render me impartial 
justice upon the very testimony which had been 
delwered in your hearing before the court of en- 
quiry, and from which you “drew an opinion, a/to- 





gether unfuvorable to me.” How such conduct can be | 
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tice. Ihave not said, nor did 1 mean to convey {reconciled with the principles of common honor and 


Justice, is to me inexplicable. Under such circums 
stances, No consideration, no power or authority on 
earth could, or ought to, have forced any liberal 
high minded man to sit in a case which he had pre- 
judged; and, to retort upon you your own expres. 
sions, you must have been “incapable of seeing the 
glaring impropriety of your conduct, for which, al- 
though you do not couceive yourself in any way 
accountable to mz,” 1 hope you will be able to ac. 
count for it with your God, and your conscience. 

You say, between you and myself, there never 
has been a personal difference, “and you disclaim 
all personal enmity towards me.” If every step 
you have taken-—-every word you have uttered, 
and every line you have writen in relation to. 
me: if your own admission of the very frequent 
and free conversations you have had respecting me 
and my conduct, “since the affair of the Chesa- 
peake,” bear not the plainest stamp of personal hos- 
lity, 1 knew not the meaning of such terms: were 
you not under the influence of feelings of this sort, 
why not, in your official capacity, call me, or have 
me brought before a propertribunal, to answer the 
charges you have preferred against me, and thereby 
giving me a chance of defending myself? Why 
speak injuriously of me to junior officers, “which 
you do not deny?” Why the “many frequent and 
free conversations respecting me and my conduct,” 
which you have taken so much pains to underscore? 
Why use the insulting expression, that you “enter- 
tained and still do entertain, the opinion that my 
conduct, as an officer, since that affair, has been 
such as ought forever to bar my readmission into 
the service,” and that, in endeavoring to prevent it 
“you conceive you were performing a duty you owe 
to the service, and were contributing to its respecta- 
bility?” Why the threat, that if I continued the 
efforts you say I have been making, to be “re-em- 
ployed,” you “certainly should be constrained to 
continue the expressions of those opinions!” 

Does not all this, together with the whole tenor 
and tendency of your letter, manifest the most 
marked personal animosity against me, which an 
honorable man, acting undera sense of public duty, 
by which you profess to ‘“shaye been hitherto ac- 
tuated,” would disdain evento shew, much more to 
feel? 

{ shall now, sir, take up the specific charges you 
have alleged against me, and shall notice them in 
the order in which they stand. The first is one of 
avery Aeinouscharacter. It is, that «I proceeded 
in amerchant brigte Pernambuce.’” Could I, sir, 
during the period of my suspension, have gone any 
where ina national vessel? CouldI, with what was 
due to my family, liave remained idle? The sen- 
tence of the court deprived them of the principal 
means of subsistence. I was, therefore, compelled 
to resort to that description of employment with 
which I was best acquainted: and on this subject 
you should have been silent, But you add, that 
the late capt. Lewis of the navy, who had itfroma 
Mr. Goodwin, who heard it from Mr. Lyon, the Bri- 
tish consul at Pernambuco, with whom you under- 
take to say I lived, represented me as stating, ‘that, 
if the Chesapeake had been prepared for action, I 
would not have resisted the attack of the Leopard— 
assigning, asa reason, that I knew, as also did our 
government, that there were deserters on board the 

shesapeake—and that I said to Mr. Lyon, further, 
that the president of the United States knew there 
were deserters on board, and of the intention of 
the British ship totake them, and that tke ship was 
ordered out, under these circumstances, with a view 
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to bring about a contest which might embroil the 
two nations in a war.” 

The whole of this, sir, I pronounce to be a false- 
hood, a ridiculous, malicious, absurd, improbable 
falsehood, which can never be credited by any man 
that does not feela disposition to impress on the 
opivion of the public that l am an ideot. That I 
should, two years after the affair of the Chesapeake, 
make such a declaration, when every proof that 
could be required of a contrary disposition, on the 
part of the chief magistrate, had beengiven, cannot 
receive credit from any one, but ,those that are dis- 
posed to consider me such a character as you would 
represent meto be. I did not live with Mr. Lyon, 
nor did i everhold a conversation with him so inde- 
licate as the one stated in capt. Lewis’s letter 
would have been. And with what object could I 
have made sucha communication? Mr. Lyon would 
naturally have felt a contempt fora man that would 
have suffered himseif to have been made a tool of 
in so disgraceful an affair. Ifound Mr, Lyon trans- 
acting business in Pernambuco: he produced to me 
aletter from Mr. Hill, the American consul in that 
country, recommending himas entitled to the con- 
tidence of his countrymen, every one of whorn, in 
that port, put their business into his hands, 1 did 
the same, and thus commenced our acquaintance— 
he was kind and friendly to me, but never in any 
respect indelicate, as would have been, in a high 
degree, such conversation between us. Of Mr. 
Goodwin I know nothing. I have never seen him 
in all my life, nor do I conceive that his hearsay 
evidence can be of any kind of consequence against 
me—I was the first that informed the president and 
the secretary ofthe navy, that such a letter was in 
the department, ever before 1 had seen it—and, 
again, ifthe mere oral testimony ofa British agent 
was to be considered as evidence sufficient to ar- 
raign an American officer, I think the navy would 
quickly be in such a state, as it might be desirable 
for their nation to place it in. Asto the impressions 
made upon the mind of capt, Lewis, from thiszn/or- 
mason, and the “strong remarks” he made upon 
the subject, which you have thought proper ,to 
quote, they by no means establish the correctness ot 
that information—but only go to shew the effect it 
produced upon the mind of an individual, who 
seems to have imbibed a prejudice against me, not 
otherwise to be accounted for, except your ac- 
quaintance with him. He is now in his grave, and 
Jam perfectly disposed there to let him rest—you 
must, however, have been hard pressed, indeed, to 
be compelled to resort to such flimsy grounds as 
those, a degree weaker than even second handed 
testimony, to support your charges against me. 
These communications, you observe, are now in the 
archives of the navy department. Of this tact, sir, 
Ihad long been apprised—and had you, when 
searching the records ofthat departmenttor docu- 
ments to injure my character, looked a little fur- 
ther back, you would perhaps have found others 
calculated to produce a very different effect. Of 
my desire to return tothe U. States, during the late 
war, there are certificates in the navy department 
of the first respectability, which, if you had been 
disposed to find and quote, are perhaps lying on 
the same shelf from whence vou took those that vou 
appear so anxious to bring to public view; i mean 
my letterapplying for service, assoon asan oppor- 
tunity offered, after the term of my suspension cx- 
pired; and one letter, above ali, you should not have 
passed over unnoticed, that wiich you received 
from my hand, of May, 1803, addressed to the se- 
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pal causes of your obtaining the first command that 
you were ever honored with, ahd as you may have’ 
forgotten it, I will remind you, on this occasion, 
that, but little more than one month previous to the 
date of that letter, 1, by my advice and arguments, 
saved you from resigning the service of youf coun- 
tryin a pet, because you were removed from the 
first lieutenancy of the. New York, to that of se- 
cond of the Chesapeake-- but all this and much 
more isnow forgotten by you, yet there are others 
that recollect those circumstances, and the his:ory 
of your conduct to me will outlive you, let my fate 
be.what itmay. The affair of the Chesapeake did 
certainly “excite,” and ought to have excited, the 
indignant feelings of the nation towards Great Bri- 
tain; but, however it may have justified a declara- 
tion of war against that power, it was net, as you as- 
sert “every one admits,” one of the principal cau- 
ses of the late war,- That did not take place, sir, 
until fve years after, when that affair had been ami- 
cably and of course honorably adjusted between 
the two nations. I mention this fact, not on ac- 


{countof its importance, but because you laid so 


much stress upon that “affair,” as a reason why I 
ought to have returned home during the late war, 
and to shew that, although it did happen to be your 
fortunate lot (o have an opportunity of being in the 
formost rank, on that occasion, of which you seem 
inclined to vaunt, you are ignorant even ofthe can- 
ses which led to it. Having, in your letter of the 
Sth ingt. abandoned the charge of my having sailed 
under “British license,” after the commencement 
of the late war, in consequence of information re- 
ceived by you from a gentlemarrentitled to the full- 
est credit, that I was not afloat, until after the peace, 
consequently the report which you noticed of my 
having sailed under British license, must be un- 
founded. Ihave only to remark, on this head, that, 
in advancing acharge against me of so serious a na- 
ture, and designed, and so well calculated asit was, 
to affect materially my reputation, not only as an 
officer of the navy, but as a citizen of the U. States, 
you snould first have ascertained that it was found- 
ed on fact, and not on rumor, which you so much 
harp upon—and that, upon a proper investig..tion, 
you would have discoved your other accusations to 
be equally groundless. Formy not returning home 
during the late war, I do not hold myself, to use 
your own expressions, “in any way accountable to 
you,” sir. It would be for the government, I should 
suppose, to take notice of my absence, if the 
deemed it reprehensible and they no doubt would 
have done so, had not the circumstances of the 
case, in their estimation, justified it.—That they are 
perfectly satisfied upon this point, Ihave good rea- 
son to believe, and trust I shall be able to satisty iny 
country also. The president’s personalconduct to 
me, andthe memorial of the Virginia delegation ‘n 
congress to him, prove how [ stand with those high 
characters, your opinion, notwithstanding, to the 
contrary. Ideny, sir, that 1 ever was “urged” by 
my friends, as you in mockery term them, to return 
home during the late war, nor could it have been 
requisite for me to have been “urged” to do so by 
anyone. Laying patriotism out of the question, as 
you observe,as well as the reasons why you taink 
“it behoves me” to adopt that. course, there were 
other incentives strong enough, God knows, te ex- 
cite a desire on my part to return—and 1 should 
have returned, sir,but for circumstances beyond iny 
controul, which is not incumbent en me to explain 
to you. 

tiad the many opportunities really presented 
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curring,” of which I might have availed myselfto re. 

turn to my couniry, in privateers or other fast sailing 
merchant vessels, from France and other places, but 
of which you produce no other proof than random 
assertion, on which mosi of your ather charges rest? 
There were no such opportunities, as you say Were 
“every day oveurring;” no, not ene. within my 
Teach, and some considerable time afterthe news 
of the war arrived in Denmark, it was not believed 
thatit would continue six months—but, if ] had re- 
ceived tie slightest intimation irom the depart- 
ment that Ishould have been employed on my re- 
turn, I should have considered no sacrifice tou 
great, no exertion within my power should have 
been omitted t obtain so elesirable an object, as 
zny mark of my country’s confidence would have 
been tome in such a Moment: a gun-boat, under 
my own orders, would not have been refused—but 
what hope had 1, when my letter of application 
for service was not even honored by ananswer. in 
regard to the John Adams, Ido not deem it proper, 
on tiis occasion, toexplain my reasons for making 
the atteinpt to return in thatship; but whenever 1 
zm called ow by any person properly authorised to 
ynuke the enquiry, I am confid:nt that I shallcon- 
vince them, that f had good reason to believe that 
Jsnould obtain a passage in her, notwithstanding 
your great knowledge on the occasion, 

You say, by absenting mvselt, for years, from the 
country, without leave from the government, 1 
subjected myself to be stricken from tive rolls.”’ 
I knew also, by the JUth article of the act for the 
beiter government ofthe navy, that all persons in 
the navy holding intercouse with an enemy, be- 
came stbject to the severest punishment known 
to the law—and that, for these offences, as you are 
pleased to term them, “[ have not received, to 
your knowledge, even a reprimand;” but I pre- 
suine if L have not it is not your fault. What kind 
and humane forbearance isthis, after what 8 have al- 
ready endured! But, sir, as you seem to be so very 
jntelligent upon other points, pray tell me where 
was the necessity of my asking for a furlough until 
the period of my suspension expired, or eveu after 
having reported myself for duty without being no- 
ticed, As to the charge of my holding intercourse | 
with the enemy, I am at aloss to conceive to what 
you allude, and should degrade myself by giving it 
any other reply than to pronounce it—if you mean 
to insinuate there was any unlawful or improper | 
communication on my part with the government, or 
any individual of Great Britain, as a false and fou! | 
aspersion on my characier, which no co:duct oF 
circumstance of my life, however it might be tor- 
tured by your malice or ingenuity, can, in any man, | 





that the small amount of my half pay was consider. 
ed, by an officer of high rank, too much for them! 
You have been good enough to inform me that, on 
my return to this country, my “efforts,” as you have 
been pleased to call tuem, ‘to reinstate myself in the 
service, were known, and became a subject of con. 
versation with officers, as well as others,’ and, but 

for those ‘efforts,’ it is more than probable you would 
not have spoken of me. Vhis would, indeed, have 
applayed a wonderful degree ofNenity and cour. 
tésy on your part, of which | could not have failed 
to be duly sensible. But, sir, I beg leave to ask 
how, and where, did you get your information, that 
such “efforts” were made by me --and, even admit 
they were, why should you a/one, disclaiming, as you 
pretend to do, all ‘personal enmity’ against me, have 
made yourself so particularly busy on the occasion? 
Was it because your inflated pride led you to be- 
lieve that the weight of your influence was greater 
than that of any other officer of the navy, or that 
you were more tenacious of its honor and ‘respecta, 
bility’ than the rest of the officers were? You ase 
sure me, however, ‘that, in the interchange of 
opimon with otuer officers respecting me, you 
have never met with more than one who did not 
entirely coneur with you in the opinion you have 
expressed of me.’ Indeed! and what is the rea- 

son? Itis because, | suppose, you are most com, 
mouly attended by a train of dependents, who, to 
enjoy the sunshine of your favor, act as caéerers for 

your vanity; and, revolving around you like saéel. 
fites, borrow their chief consequence from the couns 
tenance you muy condescend to bestow upon them, 

You, at length, arrive at the main point—the ‘ob. 
jecv’ of my letter of the 23d ultiino, which you might 
have reached by a much shorter route, and have sav- 
ed me the fatigue of being compelled, in self-de. 

fence, to travel with you so far as you have gone, 

The language of defiance, represented to have been. 
used by you, ‘that you would cheerfully meet me in 

the field, and hoped I would yet act like a man,’ 

are disavowed by you. And you further deny hav- 

ing ever invited me to the field, or expressed a 

hope that I would call you out --but you observe 

that, ‘being informed by a gentleman with whom [ 

had conferred upon the subject, that I left Norfolk, 

for the seat of government, some time before our 


June correspondence, with the intention of calling 


vou out, you stated to that gentleman, as you have 
to all others with whom you have conversed upon 
the subject, tnat, if I made the call, you would meet 
me—-but that, upon all scores, you would be much 
better pleased to have nothing to de with me.’ I 
certainly do not exactly know who that intermed. 
dling gentleman was, with whom you say I ‘confer- 


ner, justify or support —You say, also, that you do|red;* but, if I may be allowed a conjecture, I think 


know that my pay, even during my absence, was! 


I can recognize in him the self-same officious zen- 


continued to me.”’ Itis not the fact, sir; 1 never, and! t/eman who, | am creditably informed, originated the 
until very recenily since my return, received but | report ef your having made use of the gusconading 


haif pay. 


Jiave reyarded, were it not to shew with what bold-! may be mistaken, 


This part of vour letter [ should not} expressions you have disowned, 


In this respect I 
Be this, however, as it may, I 


ness, facility, and sang froid, you can make asser-! never gave him, or any other person, to understand 
tions unsustained by the shadow of truth; but, if you that my visit to Washington last spring was for the 





Jad made yourself acquainted with the circum- 
stances relative tomy half pay, you would have 
found that not one cent of it was received by me. 
The goyernment was so good as to pay the amount 
to my unfortunate female family, whose kindest en- 
tertainment you have frequently enj ved. 

Poor unforiunate children! whose ancestors, eve- 
sy man of them, did contribute every disposable 
shilling of their property, many of them their lives, 
and all of them their best exertions, to establish the 


: purpose of ‘calling you out,’ nor did I go there with 
any such a view, 

How you can reconcile your affecting indiffer- 
ence towards me, in the remark ‘tat, on all scores, 
you would be much better pleased to have nothing 
to do with me,’ with the very active part, it is gene- 
rally known, and which your own letter clearly 
evinces, you have taken against me, } am at a loss 
to conceive. No, sir, you feel not so much uncon- 
cern as you pretend and wish it to be believed you 





independence of their country, should now be told; 


do, in regard to the course yf conduct my hynor and 
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my injuries may; in my judgment, require me to; that, being on very familiar terms with my, family, 


pursue. You have a mauve, not to be concealed 
trom the world, for all you lave done or said, or for 
any future endeavors you may make, to bar my ‘re- 


udmission’ into the service. Lt is true that you have}. 


never given me a direct, formal and written invita- 
tionto meet you in the fickd, sueh as one gentleman 
of honor ougit to send to another, But, if your own 
admissions, that you had ‘iicautiously said you would 
meet me if 1 wished it,’ and ‘that, if you had not 
pledged yourself, you might reconsider the subject,’ 
und ail this (oo without any provgcation on my part, 
or the most distant intimation from me that 1 had a 
desire to mect you, do not amount to a challenge, | 
caunot comprehend the object or import of such 
declarations—made, as they were, in the face of the 
world—and to those, in particular, whom you kiew 
would not only communicate them to me, but give 
them circulation ~under all the circumstances of 
the case, Lconsider you as having thrown down the 
gauntict, and | have no hesitation in accepting it. 
This is, however, a poimt which it will not be for 
me or your to decide, nor do I view it as of any 
other importance than as respects the privilege al- 
lowed to the challenged paity in relation to the 
choice of weapons, distance, &c. about which I feel 
not more ‘fastidious,’ | assure you, sir, than you do 
—-nor do I claim ary advantage whatever, which 
J have no right to insist upon - could J stoop so low 
as to solicit any, 1 know you too weil to believe 
you would have any inclination to concede them. 
All I demand is to be placed upon eguai grounds 
with you -such as two honorable men may decide 
upon as just proper. Upon the subject of duelling 
2 perfectly coincide with the opinions you have ex- 
pressed. ] consider it asa barbarous practice which 


eught.to be exploded from civilized society; but, 


sir, there may be causes of such extraordinary and 
aggravated insult and injury, received by an indivi- 
cual, as to render an appeal to arms, on his part, ab- 
solutely necessary; mine I conceive to be a case of 
that description, and I feel myself constrained, by 
every tie that binds me to society, by all that can 
make life desirable to me, to resort to this mode of 
obtaining that redress due to me at your hands, as 


the only alternative which now scems to present) 


itself for the preservation of my honor. 

To peda A re you say, ‘from my manner of pro- 
ceeding, it appears to you that I have come to the 
determination to fight some one, and that I have 
selected you for that purpose.’ To say nothing of 
the vanity you display, and the importance you seem 
to attach to yourself, in thus intimating that, being 
resolved to fight myself into tavor, | could no other- 
wise do so than by fixing upon you, the very reverse 
of which you infer is the fact. I never wished to 
fight in this way; and had you permitted me to re- 
main at rest, I should not have disturbed you; I 
should have pursued the “even tenor of my way” 
without regarding you at all. But this would not 
have suited your ambitious views. You have hunted 
me out -have persecuted me with all the power 
and influence of your office, and have declared your 
determination to drive me from the navy, if I should 
make any ‘efforts’ to be employed, and for what 
purpose, or from what other motive than to obtain 
my rank, I know not: if my life wil) give it you, you 
shall have an opportunity of obtaining it. And now, 
sir, I have only to add, that if you will make known 
your determination, and the name of your friend, | 
will give that of mine, in order to complete the ne- 
cessary arrangements to a final close of this affair. 
I can make no other apelogy for the apparent tar- 


’ 


Siness of this communication, than mevcly to state, | 


out of tenderness to their feelings, I lave written 
under great restraint. 

1 am su, your obedient servant, 

2 JAMES BARRON. 

Com. Sreraen Decatour. 

No, 10. | 
Washington, 29th December, 1819. 

Sir—Your communication of the suth ultimo, 
reached me as 1 was on the eve of my departure for 
the north—whence I did not return till the 22d in, | 
stant. It was my determination, on the receipt ot 
your letter, not to netice it—but, upon more ma- 
ture reflection, | conceive, that as I have suffered 
myself tu be drawn into this unprofitable discussion, 
1 ought not to leave the false coloring and calum- 
nies, Which you have introduced into your letter, 
unanswered. You state that a much more Jaconic 
}reply to yourletter of 23d October would have ser- 
ved your purpose. Of this I have no doubt—and 
to have insured such an answer, you had only to 
make a Jacomic call. f had already informed you 
of the course | had felt myself bound to pursue re- 
specting you, and of the reasons which induced 
my conduci, and that, if you require it, | weuld 
overcome my own disinchination. and fight you.— 
Instead ©: calling me out for injuries which vou 
chose to i:.sist that I have heaped upon you, you 
have thou, ht fit to enter igto this war of words. 

I reiter.ted to you, that I have not challenged, 
nor do i intend to challenge you. Ido not consi- 
der it essential to my reputation that I should no- 
tice any thing which may come from you, the more 
particularly, wien you declare your sole object, in 
wishing to draw the challenge from me, is, that 
you may avail yourself of the advantages which rest 
with the challenged. It is evident that you think, 
or your friends for you, that a fight will help you-- 
but, in fighting you wish to incur the least possible 
risk Now, sir, not believing that a fight of this 
nuture will raise me at all in public estimation, but 
may ever havea contrary effect, I do not feel at all 
disposed to remove the difficulties that lay in our 
way. Ifwe fight, it must be of your secking—and 
you must take all the risk and all the inconvenience 
which usually attend the challenger, in such cases, 

You deny having made the communication to the 
British consul at Pernambuco, which capt. Lewis 
and Mr. Goodwin have represented. ‘The man ca- 
pable of making such a communication, would not 
hesitate in denying it—and, until you can bring for- 
ward some testimony, other than your own, you 
ought not to expect that the testimony of those gen- 
tlemen wil. be discredited. As to the veracity of 
the British consul, I can prove, if necessary, that 
you have, yourself, vouched for that. 

You offer, as your excuse for not returning fo 
your country, during our war with England, that 
you had not been invited home by the then secreta- 
ry, notwithstanding you had written him, expressive 
of your wishes to be employed. You state, that, if 
you “had received the slightest intimation from the 
depar'ment, that you would have been employ- 
ed on your return, you would have considered no 
sacrifice too great, no exertion within your power, 
should have been omitted to obtain so desirable an 
object.” From this, I would infer, that, in conse- 
quence of not receiving this intimation, you did 
not make the exertions in your power to return, 
and this I hold to be an insufficient excuse. You 
do not appear to have made any attempt, except 
by the way of the cartel, the John Adams. You 
cannot believe, that reporting yourself to the de- 





partmeni at the. distance of 4,000 miles, when the 
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same conveyance which brought your letter would 
have brought yourself, will be received as evincing 
sufficient zeal to join the arms of your country— 
and, besides, you say it was not believed, for a con- 
siderable time after the news of war arrived in Den- 
mark, that it would last six months, With those 
impressions, you must have known, that it would 
have occupied at least that time for your letter to 
have arrived at the department, you to receive an 
answer, and then repair to America. You deny | 
that the oppertunities of returning were frequent. 
The custom house entries at Baltimore and New- 
York alone, from the single port of Bordeaux, will 
show nearly an hundred arrivals—and it is well 
known, that it required only a few days to perform 
the journey from Copenhagen to Bordeaux, by the 
ordinary course of post. You deny having been 


during the war. Mr. Cook, of Norfolk, your rela. 
tive, says he wrote to you to that effect—and Mr. 
Forbes, ther our consul at Copenhagen, who is now 
atihis place, says he urged you in person to do so. 

You have charged the officers who concur with me 
{in opinion respecting your claims to service, as 
being my satellites. I think I am not mistaken, 
when I inform you, that afl the officers of our grade, 
your superiors as well as inferiors, with the excep- 
tion of one, whois your junior, concur in the opini- 
on, that you ought not to be employed again, whilst 
the imputations, which now lie against you, remain: 
nor have they been less backward than myself in 
expressing their opinions. 

Your charge of my wishing to obtain your rank, | 
will apply to all whoure your juniors, with as much 
force as to myself. You never have interfered with 
me in the service, and, at the risk of being esteemed 
by you a little vain, I must say, I do not think you 
ever will. Were I disposed to kill out of my way, 
as you have been pleased to insinuate, those who in- 
terfere with my advancement, there are others, my 
superiors, who I consider fairly barring my preten- 
sions—and it would serve such purpose better, to 
begin with them, Yon say, you were the means of 
obtaining me the first command I ever had in the 
service. I deny it—lI feel that I owe my standingin 
the service to my own exertions only. 

Your statement, that your advice prevented me 
from resigning on a former occasion, is equally un- 
founded. I have never, since my first admission 
into the navy, contemplated resigning—and instead 
of being ordered, as you state, from the Ist lieu- 
tenancy of the New-York, to the 2d of the Chesa- 
peake,commodore Chauncey,who wasthen flag cap- 
tain, can testify, that I was solicited to remain as Ist 
lieutenant of the flag ship—and I should have re-{ 
remained as such, had it not been for the demand 
which the government of Malta made, for the de- 
livery of the persons who had been concerned in 
the affair of honer, which Ied to the death of a Bri- 
tish officer. It was deemed necessary to send all the 
persons implicated in that affair, out of the way— 
and I went home in the Chesapeake, as a passen- 
; er. 

. You have been pleased to allude to my having 
received the hospitality of your family.—The only 
time I recollect being at your house, was on my ar- 
rival from the Mediterranean in the Congress, four- 
teen years past. You came on board and dined 
with me, and invited the-Tunisian ambassador and | 
mvselfto spend the evening with you at Hampton. 
Taccepted your invitation. Your having now re- 
minded me of it, tends very much towards removing 


You speak of the good conduct of your ancestors, 
As your own conduct is under discussion, and not 
theirs, I cannot see how their former good charac- 
ter can serve at all your present purpose, Fortu- 
nately for our country, every man stands upon his 
own merit. , 

You state that the “Virginia delegation in con- 
gress” had presented a memorial in your favor. I 
would infer from this, that all, or the greater part of 
the Virginia delegation, had interposed in your be- 
half. This, sir, is not the fact. A few of them, I am 
informed, did take an interest in your case—but, be- 
ing informed of the charges existing against you, of 
which they were before unapprised, they did not 
press farther your claims. From the knowledge t 
have of the high-minded gentlemen that compose 
the Virginia delegation, if they would take the 


j trouble to examine your case, I should, for my own 


part, be entirely satisfied to place the honor of the 
service upon their decision. 

You offer as your excuse for permitting 4 months 
to intervene between our June correspondence 
(with which, from your letter, you appeared to be 
satisfied) and your letter of the 23d October, your 
indisposition. I am authorised in saying that, for 
the greater part of the four months, you were out 
attending to your usual avocations. 

Your offering your life to me would be quite af- 
fecting, and might (as you evidently intend), excite 
sympathy, if it were not ridiculous. 1t will not be 
lost sight of, that your jeopardizing your life de- 
pends upan yourself, and net upon me—and is done 
with a view of fighting your own character up. I 
have now to inform you, that I shall pay no further 
attention to any communication you may make to 
me, other than a direct call te the field. 

Your obedient serrant, 
STEPHEN DECATUR. 

To commodore James Barron, 

Hampton, Virginia. 
No. 11. 
Norfolk, January 16:h, 1820. 

Srr: Your letter of the 19th ult. [have received. 
In it you say that you have now to inform me that 
you shall pay no further attention to any communi- 
cation that I may make to you, other than a direct 
call to the field: in answer to which I have only te 
reply, that whenever you will consent to meet me 
on fair and equal grounds, that is, such as two he- 
norable men may consider just and proper, you are 
at liberty to view this as that call; the whole tenor 
of your conduct to me justifies this course of pro- 
ceeding on my part; as for your charges and re- 
marks, I regard them not; particularly your sym- 
pathy; you know not such a feeling—I cannot be 
suspected of making the attempt to excite it. 

I am, sir, yours, &c. JAMES BARRON, 
To com. SrerH#eNn Decatur, 

Washington. 
No. 12. 
Washington, January 24, 1820. 

Sra: I have received your communication of the 
16th, and am at a loss to know what your intention 
is. If you mntended it as a challenge, I aceept it, 
and refer you to my friend, com. Bainbridge, who 
is fully authorised by me to make any arrangement 
he pleases, as regards weapons, mode or distance. 

Your obedient servant, 
STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Com. James Barron, 

No. 13. 
Norfolk, February 6, 1820. 

Sin: Your letter of the 29th of December found 





the weight of obligation I might otherwise have } 
felt on this score. 


me cenfined to bed, with aviolent bilious fever, and 
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t was eight days after its arrival before I was able 
to read it; the fever, however, about that time left 
me, and my convalescence appeared to promise a 
moderately quick recovery. I, therefore, wrote you 
my note ef the 16th ultimo; in two days after I re- 
Japsed, and have had a most violent attack, which 
has reduced me very low, but as soon as I amina 
situation to write, you shall hear from me to the 
point. 
{ am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARRON. 

Com. Steraen Decatur, Washipgton. 


- Report on Public Lands. 


/The following report made in the house of repre- 

* gentatives by Mr. Anderson (of Kentucky) from 
@he committee on public lands, on the petition 
of the Swiss emigrants, is published for the in. 
formation of those concerned in applications of 
this or a similar nature, 

The committee on public lands, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Charles Henry du Pasquier 
and others. praying, on behalf of themselves and 
other Swiss emigrants, that congress would author- 
ize them to purchase a tract of the public land, ly- 
ang on the west of the “Mississippi, and between 
the 30th and 37th degrees of north latitude, suffi- 
cient for a settlement of S or 4000 families, on 
terms more favorable than the general laws would 
permit, have had the same under considera 
tion and report:—That the question presented 
to the consideration of the house, involves the 
expediency of selling the public lands to for- 
eigners, op terms more indulgent than those 
which regulate the sales to native citizens. This 
eommittee is very sensible, that the mildness of 
eur government, its wise and wholesome laws, have 
produced an emigration which has gone far to in- 
crease the collective talents and industry of the 
eountry; some of our most distinguished citizens, as 
well as most industrious and ingenious mechanics, 
are ameng those who have made this country their 
own by adoption. Aut it is thought that, while we 
highly appreciate these benefits, we should not 
change the operation of the general laws of our 
country to produce the effect. So long as the free- 
dom of our institutions is preserved, and wholesome 
Jaws are permitted to have their ordinary effect, 
the inducements, which have heretofore had their 
influence, will stillbe sufficiently strong to produce 
the desired emigration. It cannot be conceded 
that special provisions excepting foreigners howev- 
er meritorious, from the operation of general laws, 
and giving them advantages which are denied to 
the citizens, can be founded in good policy. It is 
a peculiarity eminently honorable to eur country, 
that the native of Europe posesses, in the acquisi- 
tion of the soil here, the same advantages which an 
American citizen does; to give him more, would 
produce a distinction not Only invidious, but most 
unjust. When the law is now equally open to both, 
it would be a perverted use of charity to give to 
the stranger a facility which we deny tothe citizen. 

Itis probable that, during the present session of 
congress, the mode of selling the public lands will 
be so altered, as to demand a cash payment of each 
purchaser, Every reason which could influence 
congress to make that change would -forbid this 
committee from proposing to sell a large quantity 
ona credit still more distant than the present laws 
contemplate. If the public interests should be 
thanght to require asystem still more rigorous than 
the one which now prevails, and this too against 


| 


eee) 


petitions of a great number of your citizens, and 
the memorials of the Jegislatures of several of the 
southern and western states, it would indeed bean 
assamption of higis responsibility on the part of this 
committee, to recommend, in obedience to the 
prayer of the present petitioners,that indulgence to 


them, which the expected bill will deny toyour 
own citizens. : 


The establishment of a community of foreigners 
within our country, secluded by their habits, man- 
ners, and language, froman imtimate association 
with the great body of our citizens, cannot be an 
event so desirable as to justify a departure from the 
general law. An unrestrained intercourse with 
the body of the American yeomanry, affords to the 
emigrant the best, and probably the only means of 
acquiring an intimate knowledge of our laws and 
institutions, a knowledge,which is not only neces- 
sary to give him the full enjoyment of his sitnation, 
but is necessary to render him a valuable and safe 
citizen to the commonwealth. It is believed that, 
ifa large settlement was formed, exclusively of fo- 
reign families, the most of whom, our language 
would of course be unknown, many years would 
elapse before that general intercourse would take 
place, beyond the boundaries of their own commu- 
nity, which would be essential to give to them full 





| 


possession of American principles and character; 
and itis by nomeans certain, that time would in 
such cases ever have the effect of entirely destrov- 
ing their foreign character. While then, this com- 
mittee rejoice in every epportunity of communicat- 


ing the blessing of their country to their European 


brothers, they believe that it can be safely done, 


onlv when they enfoy them by indiscriminate as- 
seciation. 


The petitioners have (many of them) been here- 
tofore engaged in manufactures; and they rely for 
much of the support, which they expectto receive 
upon the stock of manufacturing skill and industry, 
which they promise to introduce. They have ex- 
hibited before the committee same beautiful and 
very satisfactory specimens of their ingenuity and 
skill, particularly in silk and cotton goods. Your 
committee felt the full force of this appeal, and 
very frankly state that, if any petition of a similar 
character can be acceptable to the house, this de- 
serves to beso. Without referring to the known 
character of the Swiss peasantry, a settlement in 
the state of Indiana, of emigrants from Switzerland, 
give strong evidence, that a colony established un- 
der the auspices of the present petitioners, would 
be characterized by industry and unoffending sub- 
mission to the laws. They resist the application, 
however, on the gronnds they have stated. The 
terms of sale held out by the present laws are of 
the most indulgent kind; and if the public interests 
should even justify a relaxation from them, it is 
confidently believed that it should be in favor of 
American eitizens. 


In answer to that part of the petition which de” 
clares, that one of the principal objects is “the do- 
mestic manufacture of cotton, wool, flax and silk,” 
the committee will only say, that it may well be 
considered, how far it would comport with sound 
policy co give a premium for the introduction of 
manufactures at the moment, when, by the almost 
unanimous declaration of our manufacturers, it 1s 
said, they cannot live without farther protection. 

The committee therefore recommend to the 
house the foliowing resolution. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought 





| not to be granted, 
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Foreign Articles. © 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


London dates of Feb. 24. 

Private information was given to the civil power 
of the existence of an association of ruffians,whose 
object it was to massacre the whole of the British 
ministry at once, when assembled at what is called 
a‘“cabinet dinner!” Ali things being in readiness, 
certain officers proceeded, oa the evening of the 
23rd of Feb. to the place designated as their ren- 
dezvyous, which was in a loft, to which the only ac- 
cess was bya ladder. They found the people as- 
sembledand charged upon them. The lights were 
extinguished, and a dreadful scuffle ensued in the 
dark. The police officers were supported by some 
of the military. One ofthe former wasstabbed and 
killed on the spot, and for a considerable time 


there was a sharp discharge of fire arms, on both, 


sides. —The officers and military gained the ascen- 
dancy, and then the conspirators began to effect 
their escape, by a back window. They were sup- 
posed at first to have amounted to 25 men, of whom 
only 9 were then taken, whose names are given in 
the papers. The famous Arthur shistlewood was 
among those who escaped—1000/ reward was of- 
fered for him. He was well known asthe editor of 
the “Blaek Dwarf,” and taken the next day, with 
one or two others. They appear to have been in 
the very act of setting out to execute their pur- 
pose, at the earl of Harrowby’s,where it's said that 


Thistlewood was to have gained the entrance into, 


the house as the besrer of a public despatch, that 


the rest were to have rushed into the dining room,} 


provided with hand-grenades and completely arm- 
ed, and to have massacred all present, &c. 

If this be not a contrivance and manufacture of 
the ministry (and we know that some things almost 
as bad have been contrived by them, at different 
times, to accomplish their parposes,) we have rare- 
ly heard of any thing more truly horrid in its cha 
racter. Their room was filled with muskets, pis- 
tols, blunderbusses, swords, pikes, &c. and well 
supplied with ammunition. Several of the officers 
who arrested them, as well as two or three ofthe 
snilitary, were wounded. 

We have accounts of fresh mobs at Brandon, in 
treland—but they do not appear to have any poii- 
tical object. 

Later. By an arrival at New York, London papers 
to the 2nd of March have been received. 

.Parliament was prorogued by commission, on the 
28th Feb. 

The late conspiracy is spoken of as having been 
a long meditated affair, but we have not any addi- 
tional particulars. A convention of radical dele- 
gates were arrested at Glasgow; and it is intimated 
that evidence has been obtained of a project fora 
simultaneous rising early in March. 

The queen is soon expected to arrive in England. 

Bands of «Ribbond men,” sometimes amounting to 
1,000 persons, are committing dreadful depreda- 
tions in some parts of Ireland. 

Stocks—March1. ‘3S per cent consols 68 1-2 3-8; 
American 3’s,65 1-2 to 66; do. 6’s,100 to 102; U.S. 
bank shares 21/7: 6d. 

‘ FRANCE. 

The body of the duke of Berri was laid out in 
state. It was thought that on the 15th of Feb. the 
apartment was visited by 30,000 persons. Louvel, 
his assassin, was also breught there—and under- 
went an examination. He denied that he had any 
accomplices—to a question, “If justice to man can- 
net induce you to speak the truth, think on the jus- 





tly 


tice of God,” he is reported to have said, «God is 
buta name. He hasneverbeenseen upon earth.” . 
He appeared perfectly cool and tranquil, firm to his 
crime and careless of what they could do to hii. 

Later, ‘The duke of Berri was interred with 
great ceremony—more than 100,000 persons attend- 
ed his funeral, and all the shops in Paris were shut 
up. Since his assassination, 51 persons have been 
arrested on informations lodged against them, among 
them a fruit woman, said to have been the mistress 
of the assassin, who has made important disclosures. 

Count Simeon has been appointed minister of the 
interior in the place of De Cazes, 

The English residents in Fraace, are described as 
having, in numerous instances, demanded passports 
to leave that country: yet the French funds were 
rising. 

Reyalordinance.  . 
Louis by the grace of God, king of France and 
\, Navarre. 

Wishing to confer on count de Cazes a testimony 
oft our satisfaction with his services, with the zeal 
and fidelity of which he has given us proofs on the 
most trying occasions, and likewise with his attach- 
meat to our person and family, we have ordained 
and do ordain as follows: 

Art. 1. Count de Cazes, peer of France, minis- 
ter of state, is nominated a duke, to enjoy for him- 
self and his descendants in a direct line from male 
to male, according to the order of primogeniture, 
the honors and prerogatives attached to that rank, 
with the cbligation of conforming to the laws of the 
kingdom, and particularly to the disposition of our 
ordinance of August 19, 1815. 

Art. 2, Our minister secretary of state in the de- 
partment of foreign affairs is charged with the ex- 
ecution of the presentordinance. Givenat our pa- 
lace of the Tuilieries, Feb. 20, 1820, 

(Signed) LOUIS. 
(Countersigned) PASQUIER. 

The king has appointed the duke de Cazes his 
ambassador to the court of London. 

The duke of Richelieu is appointed minister of 
state and president of the council of ministers. 

SPAIN. 

We have still later accounts from Spain. The 
facts stated in our last, as to the patriots being in 
possession of Algesiras, St. Roque and Malaga, ap- 
pear to be amply confirmed. Their numbers were 
increasing, at the last date estimated at 25,000 
men, amply supplied with every thing they wished 
for, and under the best discipline—well paid, well 
clothed and with plenty of arms and ammunition, 
all at the cost of the king, whose property they 
had made very free with, though they carefully re- 
spected the rights of private individuals. A party 
of them had hada battle with the royalists near the 
Isla—the latter were defeated with the loss of 1000 
men, and the remainder, 2000, immediately joined 
them. The spirit is spreading; Valencia is said to have 
eommenced a revolution, and other provinces were 
about to follow. The king, it was reported had 
said that rather than acknowledge a constitutional 
government he would abandon the kingdom, and 
live on his private fortune. It was not known at 
Gibraltar on the 20th of Feb. that Cadiz had sur- 
rendered to the patriots. It probably still adhered 
to Ferdinand. 

We have a report that Catalonia and Galiciaand 
several other provinces, have publicly declared for 
the constitution. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 
The Spanish 74, San Telmo, which sailed from 





Cadiz was supposed to have foundered, having 
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- been left making much water, and rudder lost, by 
a ship arrived at Callao from Cadiz with a cargo 
worth 7,500,000 dollars.* . She got into Callao dur- 
ing an absence of seven days of lord Cochrane’s 
squadron, which went toa small port at the south 
to repair damages, sustained in an unsuccessful at- 
tack. The frigate Prueba had escaped from Callao, 
_ and gone to Guyaquil. 
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CONGRESS. 
IN THE SENATE. 
March 30. We have already given, in page 95, 
he yeas and nays of the senate, on rejecting the 
bankrupt law. ‘he following was the state of the 


votes on a proposition to postpone the bill to the 
next session— 


YEAS—Messrs. Barhour, Eaton, Johnson, of Ken. Johnson, of 
Lou. King, of Alab, Leake, Logan, Macon, Merrill, Noble, Palmer, 


Picasants. Ruggles, Smith, Taylor, Walker, of Alab. Walker, of 
Geo. Willigins, of Tenn. Wilson—19. 


NAYS— Messrs. Brown, Burri}, Da»a. Dickerson, Edwards, El- 
hot, Gaillard, Hunter. King, of N. Y. Laninan, Lowrie, Mellen, 
Otis, Parrot, Pinkney, Roberts. Sanford, Stokes, Tichenor, ‘Trim 
ble, Van Dyke, Wiiliams,.of Miss.—22. 


March 31. ‘the senate spent considerable time 
on the bill providing summary process for the col- 
lection of debts due the United States by defaulters, 
&ec. Postponed until Monday. 

Mr. Owe moved a reconsideration of the bankrupt 
bill, which was yesterday indefinitely postponed. 

In the debate on this subject, Myr. Aing, of N.Y. 
said, if there was any possibility, on a revision of the 
subject, of coming .to a favorable conclusion, it 
ought tobe tried. We, ssid Mr. K. have given to 
_ gentlemen on the other side evidence of» willing- 
ness to afford relief to one part of the country; and 
have passed a hill extending a liberal indulgence 
{to the purchasers of public lands.} Evenin regard 
to the large and embuarrassing debt due in Alabama, 
there was a disposition to aftord relief. He refer- 
red to the extent of the distress which demanded 
relief from the bankrukt act, and to the manner in 
which that distress was incurred, to shew that it was 
eminently entitled to the favorable consideration of 
the senate. One remark he would add, on the sub- 
ject—it was, that for the 3 years succeeding the late 
war, one half of the money arising from importa- 
tions had gone into the treasury of the nation—the 
govermnent lost nothing —yet it was these very’im. 
portations that brought ruin on many of those who 
now solicited the relief of this act. 

Mr. King, of Alab. was in favor of a bankrupt law, 
if confined to the trading part of the community. He 
beleived it proper to give them the relief asked for; 
it was due to them on account of the debts which 
they owed abroad, and which no other means would 
relieve them from; and,jas foreign debtors could by 
their bankrupt laws free themselves from debts due 
to our merchants, justice required that the latter 
sheuld have the same privilege when misfortunes 
rendered it desirable. He could not, however, vote 
for a system similar to that which had been reject 
ed, extending it to all classes—it would be extreme- 
ly injurious, if not ruinous, to the planters and farm- 
ers to be suhjected to the opc ation of such a sys- 
tem. 

The question being taken on the motion for re- 
consideration, it was decided in the negative, by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 


YEAS -— Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Elliot, Hunter, King, 
of Alab. King, of N. Y¥. Lanman, Mellen, Otis, Parrott. Sandford, 
Stokes, Tichenor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Williams. of Miss.—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Eaton, Gaillard, Johnson, of Ken. Johnson, of 


*So in our copy—it is certainly wrong; possibly, 
1,500,000 dollars. 











Lou. e, Logan, Lowrie, Macon, Morril, Palmer, Pleasants, 
Roberts, Ruggies, Smith, Thomas, Walker, of Alab. Walker, of 
.Geo. Williams, of Tenn. Wilsun—19. 


After some other business, the senate adjourned 
to Monday. 

April3. The senate résumed the consideration 
of tue bill providing summary process tor the reco- 
very of debts due by defaulters, &c. to the govern- 
ment, } 

An amendment, offered by “r. Barbour, was or- 
dered to be printed, and the bill postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The senate then took up the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Johnson, of Ky. on the 29th ult. to er.quire 
into the expediency of giving to the district of Co- 
lumbia a delegate on the floor of Congress. 

After some remarks of Mr. Johnson, in favor, and 
of Mr. King, of N. Y. in opposition to the motion, it 
was agreed to—ayes 15, noes 14. Mr. King thought 
that this matter, as one of delicacy, should first be 
agitated in the other house—as the delegate, if au- 
thorised, would’take his seat there. 

Mr. Pleasants, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, communicated to the senate a document, con- 
taining a plan (by lieut. Ramage, of the navy) for 
the defence of the commerce, and the protection of 
the revenue of the United States in the Gulf of 
Mexico, near the river Mississippi; which was read 
and ordered to be printed. 

The senate resumed, as. in committee of the 
,whole, the bill more effectually to provide for the 
punishment of crimes against the United States, and 
for other purposes, (to revise and embody in one 
act various penal Jaws of the United States. 

The bill—consisting of thirty-three printed folio 
pages, and embracing a great mass of detail--was 
read through, and some progress made in the consi- 
deration of its provisions: when 

The senate adjourned. 

April 4, The senate were occupied almost the 
whole sitting, and untila late hour, on the amend- 
ments reported to the civil appropriation bill, by 
the committee of finance, and those offered to it by 
others. The bill has been ordered to a third read- 
ing as amended. 

April 5. The bill from the house, making appro- 
priations for the centre buildings of the capitol, 
was passed, with an appropriation of $2,400 te 
make certain alterations inthe senate chamber. 

The civil appropriation bill was also read a third 
time, as amended, passed and sent to the house 
of representatives for concurrence in the amend. 
ments. 

The senate took up the bill more effectually to 
provide for the punishment of certain crimesagainst 
the United States, (consolidating the penal acts of 
the union)-- when, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, made on the ground that 
there was not at this session time enough to spare 
for properly considering the numerous provisions 
of this long bill, it was postponed to a day beyon 
the session, without objection, : 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the better organization of the treasury de- 
partment, (providing summary process for the re- 
covery of debts due by defaulters, &c.) 

It was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, by yeas and nays—yeas 28, nays 8. 

Some time was spent in executive business—and 
the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, March 30. Vhe bill from the senate, 
further to suspend, for a limited time, the sale or 
ferfeiture ef lands for non-payment of the monies 
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due therefor, was read a third time—[And finally | 


passed. | 

The house resolved itselfinto a committee of the 
whole, (Mr. Campdéel/, in the chair) on the bill from 
the senate for the relief of certain persons who} 
Jhave paid duties on certain goods imported into 
Castine. , 

This bill embraces a case, in which, on the re-de- 
livery of Custine to the United States at the close of 
the late war, certain foreign goods were found there 
and duties thereon were levied by the collector of 
the United States, though the same goods had pre- 
viously paid the duties levied thereon by the Bri- 
tish authorities. Most of the persons concerned re- 
sisted the payment demanded by the United States 
officers; and, by a recent decision of the supreme 
court, they are exempted from the payment, on the 


ground of national law. Some, however, did pay | 


their bonds; and this bill proposes, in order to place 
them on the same footing as those who resisted the 
payment, to refund from the treasury the amount 
af those bonds. 

The discussion resulted in the committee’s ris- 
ing and reporting the biil, and obtaining leave to 
sit again. 

Several bills, chiefly of a private nature, were or- 
dered to atiird reading. 

Friday, March 31. Mr. A. Smyth, from the com- 
mittee on military affairs, who were instructed to 


enquire into the expediency of providing for the } 


payment for a gun wid gun-carriage, taken by the 
enemy at the battle of Worth-Point, on the 12th of 
September,i814, made an unfavorable report there- 
en; which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Randolph made a motion that the house should 
adjourn—in respect to the day, (Good Friday)— 
negatived, only about 20 rising iu favor of it. 

The billfor the reliefof Delisle, Dudley, and Van 
Cleef, being read the third time, and the question | 
stated on its passage, 

Mr. Cocke moved that the bill be indefinitely post. 
poned. 

[This is a case in which the forfeiture has been 
incurred by the importation of six domestic servants 
(slaves) by a captain of a vessel froma foreign port, 
he being officially assured, by the consul of the U. 
States resident there, in writing, that there was no- 
thing in the laws of the United States forbidding 
the unportation of family slaves, by a person im- 
porting himself into the United States. The biil 
proposesa remission of the forfeiture thus incurred, 
without any intent to violate the law.] 


The motion to postpone, brought on a debate of 
considerable extent on the merits of the bill—in 
which Messrs. Slecumb, Foot, Settle, 1’ Lane, Smith, 
of Md. Brush, Tomlinson, Whitman, Storrs, Trimble, 
Rhea, Fuller, Taylor and Livermore, touk part. 

The question on indefinite postponement was, at 
length decided in the negative, 89 to 67. 

A doubt was then suggested by Mr. Barbour, whe- 
ther congress possessed the power to remit that 
portion of the forfeiture which by law accrues to 
the informers or prosecutors of the alleged offence, 
and whether the bill therefore did not in this re- 
spect require a limitation to that portion of the pe- 


Hereupon further debate took place; and a mo- 
tion was made by Mr. Pindall to recommit the bill, 
with instructions so to amend it as to remit only 
that portion of the forfeiture which has accrued to 
the use of the United States; which motion was de- 
cided affirmatively, by a vote of 64-to 52. 

Eight bills of a private nature were read the third 


The house tlien proceeded, on motion of Mr. Bar4 
bour, to the consideration of the amendment report- 
ed by a select committee to the bill to amend the 
revolutionary pension law. 

Several amendments were proposed and negativ-: 
ed.--among them one to place the officers and sol- 
diers of the revolutionary army on the same footing, 
as to the amount of pension—for it 62, against it 89, 


The yeas and nays were as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Alexander, Areher, Md. Archer, Va. Ball, Bar-" 
bour, Beecher, Brevard, Brown, Bryan, Bur‘on, Burwell, Cainp<- 
bell, Cannon, Cobb, Cocke, Cook, Crafts, Crawford, Cuthbert. Da- 
vidson, Earle, Edwards, of N. C, Floyd, Folg +. Gross, Pew. Hal, 
of N.C. Hazard, Hendricks, Hooks, MeCoy, McCreary, MeLcan, 
of Ken. Marcha:.d, Metealf, R. Moore, Overstreet, Parker, 6° Va. 
Plumer, Reed, Rich, Richards, Richmond, Robertson, Ross. Saw- 
er, Settle, Shaw, Sloan, Slocumb, B. Smith, of Va. Smith, N. C+ 
outhard. Stevens, Strong, of Vt. Strother, Swear: ngen, Tarr, ‘Ver 
reall, Tompkius, Tucker, of S..C. Warker, Williams, of N. C.—62¢ 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Allen, of N. ¥. Allea, of Tenn. 
Aaderson, Baldwiv, Batvinau, Bayly, Blooinficid, Boden, Brush, 
Buffum, Butler, of Lon. Case, Clagett, Clark, Culpep r, Cush- 
man, Darlington, Dewitt Dickinson, Dewse, Eddy, Edwards, of 
Con. Fay, Foot, Ford, Forrest, Fuller, Fallerton, Hackltey,Hall, 
of N. Y. Hali, of Del. Hardin, Hibshman, Hill, Holmes, Hostetter, 
Jones, of Va. Jones, of Tenn. Kendall, Kent, Kinsey, Kinsiey, La- 
throp, Little, Lincoln, Linn, Livermore, Lowndes, Maclay, Me- 
Lane, of Del. Mallary, Mason, Meech, Meigs, Mercer, S. Moore, 
Monell, Morton, Murray, Neale, Neigpp, of Mass. Nelson, of Vay 
Newton. Parker, of Mass. Patterson, Philson, Pindall, Pitchers 
Quarles, Rhea, Rogers, Russ, Sampson, Silsby, Snith, N. J. Smith, 
Md. A. Smyth, of Va, Strong, of N. ¥. Taylor, Tomlinson, Tracy, 
Tyler, Van Reusselear, Wallace, Wendover, Whitman, Wood—89_ 


Mr. Cannon, under the impression that the ser- 
vice of the militia had been of as much importance, 
and their sacrifices as great at least as those of the 
continental soldiers, moved to amend the bill by ad- 
ding anew section, the object of which was to em- 
brace in the provisions of the pension law the of- 
ficers and soldiers of the militia who actually serv- 
ed for - months during the revolutionary war. 

Mr. Hardin suggested that the proposition of the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee was incomplete. He 
ought to have connected with it, provisions fora 
direct tax or internal duties, which would be the 
necessary consequence of a measure that would add 
full five million to the present amount of expendi- 
tures under the pension act. 

Mr. Cannon said, he would tell the gentleman, if 
congress went on with their present enormous ex- 
penditures, he should be ready, without this provi- 
sion, fora direct tax. He placed his motion, he 
said, on the grounds of equality and justice, which 
appeared to him to sustain it. 

The motion was negatived—only 5 or 6 rising in. 
favor of it. 

Mr. Campbell moved an amendment, that no ap- 
plication for a pension sbould be received after the 
first day of June, 1820. Negatived. 

Mr. Strother then moved to strike out the whole 
of the bill, except the enacting clause, and to insert 
in lieu of it a provision tor the total repeal of the re- 
volutionary pension law. 

Mr. S. said he voted for the law, without foresee- 
ing the extent of its operation. Being convinced, 
now, that its benefits were not equal to its expen- 
siveness, he made the best reparation he could to 
the country, by moving its repeal. 

This motion was also negatived, for it 52, against 
it 122. 

Several propos: tions to affect the general amount 
&c. of the pensions were negatived. Finally the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. . 

Saturday, April 1. Several reports on private 
claims were received, &c. 

The bill from the senate, apportioning the repre- 
sentation in the next congress, from the states of 
Massachusetts and Maine, was reported by Mr. 
Holmes, from a select committee, without amend- 
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time and passed. 


ment, ordered to be read a third time, to-day, was~ 
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read accordingly, passed and returned to the se- 
nate. . 

_ Mr. Randolph moved to postpone a// the orders of 
the day to take up the bill for the relief of the wi- 
dew and children ef the late com. Perry—nega- 
tived, 58 for, 64 against it. 

The engrossed bill to amend the revolutionary 
pension law, was nead the third time, and the ques- 
tion stated on its passage. 

Hereupon considerable debate ensued. Differ- 
ent gentlemen were influenced by different opi- 
nions, as appeared on a motion for its indefinite 
postponement, which was neggtived by yeas and 
nays~—yeas 63, nays 96, 

The amendment desired by Mr. Barbour was 
adopted by the house, by general consent, and ob- 
viated the necessity of recommitting it; and was, to 
insert a provision that, in those cases where any 
person who had relinquished a pension (as many in- 
valid pensioners have) to take the benefit of the 
act of March 18, 1818, should be excluded from its 


benefit by the operation of this bill, the said person } 


shall be forthwith restored to the pension list from 
which he had been transferred. 


The bill was then passed by the following vote: 


YEAS— Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Archer of Maryland, Arch- 
er of Va. Ball, Barbour, Beecher. Bloomfield, Brevard. Brown, Bry- 
an, Burton, Burwell, Butler, of N. H Cannan, Cobb, Cocke, Craw- 
ford, Crowell. Culpepper, Cuthbert. Darlington, Davidson, Dick- 
inson. Earle, Eddy, E¢wards. of N.C. Fisher, Floyd, Folger, Fovt, 
Forrest, Fullerton, Garnett, Hall, of N. Y. Hazard. Hendricks, Her 
rick, Hooks, Hostetter, Jones, of Ten, Jones,of Va. Kinsey, Lowndes, 
Lyman, Maclay, MeCoy, M’Lean, of Ken. Metcalf, Newton, Over 
street, Parker, of Va. Patterson, Philson, Rankin, Reed, Rhea, Rich- 
ards. Robertson, Ross, Russ, Sampson, Settle, Slocumbh. Smith, of 
Md. B. Smith, of Va. A. Smyth, of Va. Smith, of N. C. Southard,Stro- 
ther, Tarr. Terrill, Tomlinson, Tompkins, Trimble, Tucker, of Va. 
Tucker, of S.C. Tyler, Warfield, Williams of N. C.—80. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Alles:, of Mass. Allen,of N. Y. Allen of 
Tenn, Bakiwin, Bateman, Bayly, Baden, Brush, Buffum, Case, 
Clagett, Clark, Cook, Crafts, Culbreth, Cushman, Dewitt, Dowse, 
Edwards, of Con. Edwards, of Penn. Pay, Faller, Gress, N. Y- 
Gross, of Penn. Hackley, Hall, of Del. Hardin, Hemphill, dibsb- 
man, Hill, Holmes, Kendall. Kent, Kinsley, Lathrop. Lineoln, Linn, 
Livermore, MeCreary, Mallary, Masou, Meigs, R. Moore, S. Moore, 
Monell, Morton, Moseley, Murray, Neale. Nelson, of Mass. Nelson, 
of Va. Parker. of Mass. Pheips, Pindall, Pitcher, Plumer, Rieb, Roe 
gers, Silsbee, Sloan, Stevens, Storrs, Strong. of N. Y. Swearingen, 
ka Tracy, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wendover, Whitman, 

ood.—72. 


The bill was ordered to be sent to the senate for 
concurrence; and 
The house adjousned. 

_ {It appears to us that this vote should not be con- 
sidered as conclusive of the opinions of the mem- 
bers generally, as to the principle of pensions of the 
soldiers of the revolution, in need of the same. 
Some wished to abrogate the law altogether, others 
wished it to stand as it was—some were in favor of 
explaining its intent and meaning more clearly, and 
others thought that the provisions of this bil! were 
better than none—and so forth.) Ep. Ree. 

Monday, April3. Mr. Pindall, of Virginia, offer- 
ed for censideration the following resolution, in 
support of which he made some remarks, referring 
to the current report that anact of the description 
therein referred to had recently passed the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania: 

. Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
instructed te procure and transmit to this house, as 
soon as practicable, a copy of such late act or acts of 
the Pennsylvania legislature as prohibit or restrain 
the justices, aldermen, or other magistrates or offi- 
cers of that state from interposing in the apprehen- 
sion or surrender of fugitive slaves, for from carry- 
ing into effect the act of congress, entitled ‘*An act 
respecting fugitives from justice and persons es- 
caping from the service of their masters,’’ passed 
on the 12th of February, 1793. ] 

Mr. -Waclay, of Pennsylvania, suggested, that, if 
the object of the motion was only to obtain a copy 





ra 


of the act, the latter clause of the resolve was unne- 
cessary—and hewished to see it expunged, because 
he did not think that any act had passed the legis- 
lature, prohibiting the state officers from carrying 
into effect the act of congress. 

To obviate this objection, Mr. Pindall consented 
to modify his motion so as to omit the clause with- 
in brackets, at the close of the above resolve. 

The resolve was then amended, on motion, by 
adding to the end of the resolution the words fol- 
lowing: “Provided, any such act or acts shall have 
been passed,”” 

Mr. S. Moore, chen moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which motion was opposed by Mr, Siro- 
ther, and it was negatived, and 

‘The resolution was agreed to. : 

The committee of the whole was discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill for the relief 
of certain persons who had paid duties at Castine, 
and it was referred to the committce of ways and 
means with certain instructions. 

The bill for the relief of Delisle, Dudley, and 
Van Cleef, providing for the remisslon of a ferfeit- 
ure incurred by an accidental importation of six 
slaves, in the brig Sally, was read a third time; and 
the yeas and nays on its passage being required by 
Mr. Tracy, were as follow: 

For the bill, 85 
Against the bill, 73 
‘So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence in the amendment, which limits the 
remission to so much of the forfeiture as accrues te 
the United ‘States. . 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Taylor, of New York, in the chair, 
on the state of the union; and 

The committee proceeded to the consideration 
of the following resolutions, which were some days 
ago submitted by Mr. Clay on Tuesday, the 28th 
ult. See last number, page 95. Mr. C. spoke an 
hour and a half in support of these resolutions gé- 
nerally, and Mr. Lowndes commenced a speech in 
reply. The eommittee rose at alate hour; 

And the house adjourned. ' 

Previously to the rising of the committee, Mr. 
Clay submitted the following resolves, with an inti- 
mation that, should the businesss of the house per- 
mit, he should call themup ata future day: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to provide by law 
a suitable outfit and salary for such minister or min 
isters, as the president, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, may send to any of the 
governments of South America which have estab- 
lished and are maintaining, their independence on 
Spain. 

Resolved, that provision ought to be made for re- 
questing of the president of the United States, to 
cause to be presented to the general the most 
worthy and distinguished, in his opinion, in the 
service of any of the independent governments of 
South America, the sword which was given by the 
viceroy of Limato captain Biddle, of the Ontario, 
during his late cruize in the Pacific, and which is 
now in the office of the department of state, with 
the expression of the wish of the congress of 
the United States that it may be employed in the 
support and preservation of the liberties and inde- 
pendence of his country. 

The house adjourned at 5 o’clock. 

Tuesday, .2pril 4. Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from 
the committee of wavs and means, to which was 
vesterday recommitted, with instructions, the bill 
from the senate “for the relief of certain persons 
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tine,” reported the sainc with amendments; which, 
with the bill, were ordéred to lie en the table. 

Mr. Maderson submitted fer consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That a sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be appropriated for the pur-| 
chase of stock in the Kentucky Ohio canal company, 
engaged for the purpose of cutting a canal around; 
the falls of the Ohio river, at Louisville. 

The resolution was read, and a motion was made 
that it be committed to the committee of the whole 
to which is committed the bill providing for the 
preservation and repair of the Cumberland road. 
fAgreed to]. 

On motion of Mr. Fuller, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
‘viding by law for the investigation of the claims of 
individuals upon the United ‘tates, by petition of 
right or other proper process, in the district or cir- 
cuit courts, or in some tribunal to be established 
for that purpose, soas to ensure a speedy decision 
of such claims, upon the principles of justice and 
equity. 

‘The house then again resolved itself into a com-| 
mittee of the whole, Mr. T'aylor in the chair, on the 
resolutions submitted by Mr. Clay, respecting the 
treaty-making power, and pariicularly respecting 
the treaty with Spain, yet unratified bv Spain. 

Mr. Lowndes concluded his remarks, going to 
shew why the resolutions should not be acted on. 
He spoke for about half an hour. 

Messrs. Archer and trimble supported the re- 
solves-. Messrs. Anderson, Rhea and Brush spoke in 
opposition to them, and Mr. Clay rejoined. 

Wednesday, April 5. On the motion of Mr. .Mor- 
ton, a committee was appointed to enquire into the 
expedieaucy of providing for an earlier commence- 
ment of the next session of congress than at the 
stated period. 

‘The bill (as amended), for the relief of certain; 
persons at Castine, was ordered to be read a third 
time. 

Much time was spent in considering the amend- 
ments of the senate to the annual military appro- 
priation bill. 

{There are two amendments: the first increasing: 
the appropriation for clothing from 300,000 to, 
430,000 dollars:—and the second increasing that 


with the consent of the senate, to be envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the court 
of Russia, in the place of Mr. Campédell, resigned, 

Fires. Whe new theatre at Piriladelphia, a migh- 
ty pile of buildings, with its contents, was ent.re- 
ly consumed on Sanday night last. he progress 
of the flames was so rapid and the heat so intense, 
that allefforts te save it were fruitless. Several 
adjacent houses were much injured. There must 
have been a vast body of fame. It seems indubi- 
table thatthis was the work of an incendiary—the 
fire was put to an adjoining building, which commu- 
nicated with the theatre. 
| A valuable building, at Georgetown, Dictrict of 
Col. occupied by maj. John Peter, and owned by 
Hi. Foxall, esq. was consumed by fire on Saturday 
night last, with its contents. Aggregate loss esti- 
mated at fom 20 to 25,000 doilars, 

United States bank stock. In the Restsrer of 
Sept. 18, 1819—see last volume, page 55, we pub- 
lished a curious article headed “how to vettt up the 
ladder,” in which the stock of this bank, as report- 
ed daily in the newspapers. was laughably raised 
up te par, without, except in one solitary case, its 
being even saéd that a sale had been effected!—The 
present gunted price of the stock is from 92} to 
94—what the real price is we do notknow. The 
National Intelligencer expresses surprise at this 





,depression of price, seeing that the U. S. six per 


cent. stocks are at about four per cent anove par.— 
We do not discover any reason for surprise in this, 
for reasons that must be familiar to every y bady, 

though the United States must pay 750,000 dollars 
to the bank, asinterest onour 3 per cent. stock in it, 
“for nothing at all.’ 

Death warrants, for the execution of John F. Fer- 
guson and Israel Denny, two of the persons con- 
victed of piracy and now confined in Baltimore 
jail, have been received by the marshal of the dix 
trict of Maryland. They are to be executed onthe 
15th inst. 

The steam boat Columbus from New Orleans to 
Shippingport, was lately perforated by a snag, ane 
saved from sinking by having a snag room, which’ 
apartment was only filled with water. 

A Montreal paper gives a report, that five com- 
panies of the 60th regiment, at{Quebec, anda like 
iforce from Montreal, are to proceed to the Isle of 
| Noix, to increase the fortifications commenced by 
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for the quarter master general’s department, from! the United States. 


450,000 to 500,000 dollars. ] 

Both of these amendments were disagreed to— 
there seems to be a decisive majority against the| 
prosecution of the Missouri expedition so far as the | 
mouth of the Yellow Stone river. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS, 

In the senate, the most material business transact- 
ed this cay, was ona bill, reported in pursuance of 
the motion of Mr. King, of N. ¥. on the 14th ult. in 
relation to the British celonial trade —which, after 
debate, was laid over until to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill for the better organization of 
the treasury department, was passed—19 to 9 

In the house of representatives, a good ceal of 
business was transacted, but nothing of much ge. 
neral importance done. The details hereafter. 
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Henry Middleton, of South Carolina, formerly ¢ 
vernor, and recently a member of congress, fro: 


acp At the last meeting of The Columbian Institute, 
‘some valuable*specimens of American plants, beauti- 
ifully preserved, were presented by Dr. Darlington, 
a representative in congress from Pennsylvania; 
Hie several fine specimens of American minerals, 
chiefly collected in the valley of the Mississippi, by 
Mr. Schooleraft, the ingenious author of a work 
which has Jately appeared on the lead mines of Mis- 
souri and natural history, &c. of the western coun- 
trv. 

Al great voyage. The steam boat Manhattan, has 
arrived a Shawngetown, Illinois, from New York, 
vith a cargo of goods. Freight from New York, 
three dollars per cwt. 

Indian treaty. A treaty between the U. States 
aml the Chippewa nation of Indians has been rati- 
fed by the president and senate Itcedesa large 
tract of: Jand in the territory of Michigan, making 
however, many reservations in favor of certain chiefs. 
'n consideration of this cession the tribe isto receive 





that state, has been appointed by the presiden’. 


» annuity of 41000 tn silver, forever. 
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